
n a t u r e  s c h o o l
C A N D Y  L A N D

Play is essential to 
development because 
it contributes to the 
cognitive, physical, 
social, and emotional 
well-being of children 
and youth. 

Play allows children to create and explore a world 
they can master, conquering their fears while 
practicing adult roles.

Play helps children develop new competencies 
that lead to enhanced confidence and the 
resiliency they will need to face future challenges.

Undirected play allows children to learn how to 
work in groups, to share, to negotiate, to resolve 
conflicts, and to learn self-advocacy skills.

When play is allowed to be child-driven, children 
practice decision-making skills, move at their 
own pace, discover their own areas of interest, 
and ultimately engage fully in the passions they 
wish to pursue.

“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief 
from serious learning. But for children play IS 
serious learning. Play is really the work of 
childhood” -Fred Rogers.

FROM THE TEACHER’S NOTES :
“We need more water!” Ruan says as the pump stops 
working.
 “Oh, I’ll take a turn” suggests Sophia. 
“There’s something wrong with the pump” Finn chimes in.
“Oh it’s out of water” says Lucas. 
“This is a major problem” concludes Finn.
Ruan comes slogging up the hill with a bucket full of water.
“Don’t worry, we’re getting some water from the pond” he 
says. As they quietly poor the water into the barrel and 
Sophia begins pumping they watch as water comes slowly 
out of the spout. 
“Now it’s going down the river!” shouts Lucas jumping up and 
down, “yay!”
Just then Maeve and Ida come by to see what all the fun is 
about. They stand and quietly observe the water flowing 
down the hill to the pond. Meave takes a leaf and puts it in 
the flow of water, then runs down to the end to see the result. 
This quickly catches on and children are running in all 
directions to find their own object to float. Ida tosses a 
handful of small snowberry leaves in and yells, “They’re 
coming your way.” 
Clara too has joined in and sitting at the bottom of a small 
waterfall says, ”Maybe we could set the bowl right here to 
catch it.” 

Meanwhile as Waylon and Saoirse investigate a chrysalis that 
was found on a stick Waylon asks “What time is it?” After 
discovering that it was exactly 10:10 he states “Oh it’s my 
humming time,” and proceeds to sit down in meditation pose 
with his eyes closed. Saoirse runs off to join the group of girls 
playing Mermaids and easily slips into the world they’ve 
created. Grace says, “Ok, so you are all sister mermaids and 
then the witch comes to get you and Saoirse you come to 
save us.” 
“I need a lantern, ok I’ll make one” Saoirse responds.
“You didn’t notice we were captured” Eilee says without 
looking up from her pretend piece of cake as she licks her 
fingers.
“Until I saw it on the news,” says Saoirse as a matter of fact.
Just then two hunters pass by, Finn and Cormac. “You want to 
head out? Let’s get in our boat,” says Finn.
“How about we use this to cut up our deer meat,” Cormac 
responds. 
“Take all the stuff you can find,” says Finn.
They begin to build their boat with logs and stumps as 
Waylon stands up from his mediation walks over with his 
stick and says, ”Don’t use this stick, there’s a chrysalis on it.”
The boys all look at each other for a moment, then load their 
things into the boat.

Emergent Curriculum:
A few highlights from the month of September 
were being visited by the kindness fairies to learn 
about showing kindness to everyone, including 
those that look or act different than us. Learning 
to identify two plants, snowberry and aster, and 
learning about garter snakes and praying 
mantes. We also learned that leaves changing 
and birds flying south are signs of autumn.

THE IMPORTANCE OF

P L AY

GOODMORNING SONG
GOODMORNING DEAR EARTH

GOODMORNING DEAR SUN

GOODMORNING DEAR ROCKS

AND THE FLOWERS EVERY ONE

GOOD MORNING DEAR BEASTS

AND THE BIRDS IN THE TREES

GOODMORNING TO YOU

AND GOODMORNING TO ME.
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NATURE NEWS :
(child observations)

The pond water is as deep as a 4 year 
old’s knee (in places).

There are brown and green praying 
mantes. Some say the green ones are 
boys, this may or may not be true.

The geese were seen flying south on 
more than one occasion. 

South is the direction the geese fly.

Not all plums 
taste good. There 
is a secret plum 
mansion where 
all plums taste 
good.

Leaves float, 
jewels do not.

Children do not 
melt in the rain, 
books do melt in 
the rain.

Sand mixed with 
mud makes the 
best texture for 
cake, pudding, 
and soup.

"What are the 
children really 
learning here? It 
seems like all 
they do is play 

all day!”


