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It’s tick season! 
(May-August, although 
they can be found 
during all months of 
the year)

They are considered 
harmful because they 
transmit disease but 

let’s remember that they play a positive role in 
the food chain. They are a good food source for 
birds and reptiles!

The following essential oils are good at 
repelling ticks and are safe for children ages 
4-7 : lemongrass, cedar, thyme, rose geranium, 
and geraniol.

One of our main concerns on the Palouse is the 
Rocky Mountain Wood Tick which can transmit 
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever. Symptoms of 
this disease occur 1-2 weeks after a bite and 
include rashes on the ankles, wrists, and 
forehead. The disease is transmitted after the 
tick feeds for several hours so prompt removal 
is the key to prevention. Check clothes and skin 
daily after playing outdoors. 

To remove a tick use tweezers or a “tick key” to 
grab the tick as near to the skin as possible. Pull 
in the direction of attachement with a little 
wiggle. Do not twist. Kill tick by squishing with a 
rock or placing in rubbing alchohol. Wash 
hands and wound with soap and water. Keep 
an eye out for any symptoms in the next few 
weeks since the disease can be treated with 
antibiotics when caught early. 

And remember, Idaho has one of the lowest 
rates for tick transmitted diseases...at least we 
don’t live in Georgia! Take precautions but don’t 
let this keep you inside!

NATURE NEWS :

many snails found in yurt pond,
snails like sticks to sit on.

2 green frogs were seen in the water.

many plum pits in the plum grove.
no plums on the trees yet.

dandelions make forest tea bitter.
mint is a good choice for tea.

sometimes spiders make homes
in animal holes.

a bird’s nest was found 
in a building.

rabbits are cute. really cute.

From the Teacher’s Notes :

“Cormac I found a bug!” said Genny. 
“Uh, you can’t have that....actually you can.” replied Cormac.

Digging a chanel in the mud Finn says “C’mon, let’s do it 
together.” 

“Can I do it by myself?” says Genny, then follows up with, 
“You can help me.”

Maeve suggests, “Why don’t you try lining this up?”
Finn, “We already tried that and it didn’t work.”

Waylon watching closely comments, mostly to himself, “We 
need to dig more. I’ll do the digging.”

Cormac realizes he needs a shovel to help and says to Finn, 
“I need that for a second.” 

Finn pauses to think, then replies, “Ok.” 
Several snails had been collected in a bucket that was 

being closely observed by Grace. When one of the snails 
started to come out of its shell Grace looked up at her 

teacher and grinned so big her eyes squinted. 
Fisher noticed that it was rather funny when his foot got 

stuck in a bowl and tried to walk around with it stuck to his 
foot. The bucket of snails got knocked over and Maeve 

calmly approached Fisher, 
“Why did you spill the bucket?”

Fisher, “I didn’t know there were snails in it.”
“Oh, ok. It’s ok.” says Maeve. 

TICK CHECKEARTHWORMS
SCHOOL SONG
WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL

WHERE WE’RE WILD AND FREE

WHERE WE BUILD FORTS WITH STICKS

AND WE PLAY IN THE TREES

WHEN WE ARE PLAYING OUTSIDE

OUR MINDS ARE SO FREE

AND THE AIR IS SO CLEAR

SUMMER, FALL, WINTER, AND SPRING

WE KEEP GROWING, GROWING

LIKE ALL LIVING THINGS.
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Candy Juice
Ingredients:
sugar powder
sugar
candy
sprinkles

Directions:
First, add water
Then, mix it all
Add sprinkles
Put in oven for 5 minutes


