
This month we’ve been working on 
storytelling skills. It all started when 
Teacher Darci shared a funny story 
about a skunk that visited her home. 
From there it took off. Each day we have 
had a chance for the kids to share their 
own stories as well as listening to 
teachers share their own “stories from 
the heart”. There are many benefits to 
sharing stories that are not being read 
from a book. The kids are learning to 
listen carefully, use their imagination, 
and expand their vocabulary. When 
they share their own stories they are 
learning to speak clearly and at an 
appropriate volume, make eye contact 
with their listeners, and develop a 
beginning, middle, and end to their 
story. Usually these stories are 
relevant to what the kids are currently 
experiencing at school or at home. It 
also gives us all a chance to get to 
know each other more and strengthen 
our sense of community!

Playing Camp. It started with the stumps being 
boats, which turned into a campfire to cook the fish, 
then medicine to care for the wounds. Pretty soon 
each camper had their own job and all 11 kids were 
working together in an elaborate exploration of the 
plum grove that lasted an hour.

“Let’s go explore the forest” -Ruan
“I’m back with the firewood” -Lucas

“We made some medicine” -Grace
“I need some Juniper berries 

for the sauce” -Sophia
“I'm going to cook the 
seeds over the fire for dinner” -Eilee

“How many days are we staying for? 
Lets stay for 5 days.” -Elsie

“Wow! I can jump to the log 
and then jump to the log...” -Ridge

“I got a fish! You know it’s hard 
to live in a camp, we have to get 

the fire up and make our food” -Clara

“Jump into the water 
and tow us to camp!” -Saoirse

“Who wants to cook the fish?” -Arya

“We’ll look over there for wood. 
We’re building a fire, c’mon!” -Finn

E M E R G E N T
c u r r i c u l u m

Our words have power. 
During circle time and 
throughout the day we 
talk about how we can 
use our words to make 
our friends feel good. 

Sometimes the Kindness Fairies visit us and 
remind us of ways to share this kindness, 
often teachers use conflicts as a learning 
opportunity to teach a different way of 
expressing our feelings of frustration or hurt. 
It’s always good to overhear words of 
kindness that are shared between the kids 
without prompting from teachers. Here are a 
few we have heard this month:

“Can you please walk faster” 

“I really need that hammer real quick”

“I can’t do that right now but you can help me 
do this”

“Please don’t push me”

“No, I don’t like it” 

NATURE NEWS :

Snowy owls are larger than saw-whet owls

Animals that are white are camouflaged in 
the winter

The colder it is the more difficult it is to 
pack the snow for building

Just because it is sunny doesn’t mean it is 
warm

The heavier you are the faster you move on 
the sled

When it is really cold you can see the 
shapes of snowflakes if you look very 

closely

When you pile snow up and leave it gets 
hard as ice

When it’s foggy outside the trees get 
beautiful ice crystals on the branches
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Along with storytelling we’ve been 
learning math concepts through voting for 
a preferred activity. Each time a decision 
needs to be made on which activity to do 
the kids vote, count, then figure out which 
choice had the most votes. We continue to 

focus on the 
science of snow as 
well. Each day we 
check snowball 
conditions and 
notice the chang-
es. 

“Kindness is a silent smile, a 
friendly word, a nod of encourage-

ment. Kindness is the single most 
powerful thing we can teach 

children.” -RAKtivist

Check out these rainsuits @
https://tu�o.com/muddy-buddy
and email us if you would like to
order through Palouse Roots
for a discount.         $19.50 each



You may have noticed that we’ve had some visitors 
at school that are now regular volunteers. As we look 
for ways to make Palouse Roots thrive we have 
added a volunteer teacher on each day in order to 
bring down the ratio of students to teachers. With 
this change each teacher has an increased ability to 
interact with the students as learning opportunities 
arise.  Due to our curriculum being emergent, mean-
ing we teach based on each days spontaneous 
activities and interactions, the low ratio improves the 
practice of child-led learning. We would like to intro-
duce you to the two volunteer teachers. Kayla John-
ston is with us on Tuesdays and Misha Cleveland will 
start joining us each Thursday.  See below a little 
about each of them and feel free to ask them more 
when you see them at school!

“My journey with Palouse Roots began at the first gathering of parents, 
children (including my then 1-year-old Josephine), and teachers in the 
yurt at the old farmhouse. Darci’s vision resonated with some of my dear-
est aspirations and I knew right away that I wanted to be connected. 
Since then I have become increasingly involved and inspired to share my 
time and skills. My work experience is a mix of childcare, environmental 
ecology, and nonprofit leadership. I am most naturally drawn to working 
with children and have been a babysitter, nanny, camp counselor, nature 
center program leader, and home daycare provider. I also have a gradu-
ate degree in Ecology and a rich assortment of related work and travel 
experiences. As a child I spent a lot of time outside in creeks and trees, 
both by myself and with friends; It is those early adventures that led me 
to embrace the outdoors as I do today! Exploring nature with children is 
intuitive for me, and has also become a delightful part of the time I 
spend with my family and friends. It feels like a natural next step for me 
to volunteer with Earthworms, and I am eager to begin!"   -Misha

”I grew up on a 13-acre hobby farm on the Oregon Coast. Much of my 
childhood was spent with the various farm critters, playing down by the 
creek, riding horses with my mom, and fishing with my dad. My child-
hood experiences led me to a passion for nature, especially restoration 
and conservation which I focused on in college. Last spring, I received 
my master’s degree in Sustainable Forest Management from Oregon 
State University. I currently work for the US Forest Service as a wildland 
firefighter and fuels management planner. My main hobbies include 
cooking, crochet, reading, and outdoor adventures with my dog. I also 
enjoy teaching and sharing my love of the outdoors with others and I 
appreciate the experience of Palouse Roots and having fun in nature 
with the kids!” -Kayla

WHO ARE ALL THE NEW PEOPLE AT EARTHWORMS?


